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XXVII.

In order3 on the clean hearth-stane?

The luggies three* are ranged,
And ev'ry time great care is ta'en,

To see them duly changed ;
Auld uncle John5  wha wedlock's joys

Sin' Mars-year did desire,
Because he gat the toom-dish thrice,

He heav'd them on the fire

In wrath that night,

XXVIII.

WT merry sangs, an1 friendly cracks,

I wat they did na weary ;
An' unco tales, an9 funnie jokes5

Their sports were cheap an' cheary;

Till

* Take three dishes : put clean water in one, foul water
in another, leave the third empty: blindfold a person,; and
lead him to the hearth where the dishes are ranged; (he or
she) dips the left hand; if by chance in the clean water^
the future husband or wife will come to the bar of matri-
mony a maid; if in the foul, a widow; if in the empty
dish, it foretels, with equal certainty, no marriage at all.
It is repeated three times^ and every time the arrangement;
of the dishes is altered.